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Legendary French singer comes
to life in one-woman stage show

Naomi Emmer

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Edith Piaf, the diminutive
French woman with the larg
er-thun-life volee, is o sin
whuose life story and »
pontinue o hay

resonance decnd
ith

ik Naomi Emmerson,
the star of the theatrical biog-
raphy, Piaf: Love Conguers All
Far m: than five yeans she's
bieen bring the chanteuses
lifie and music to audiences
sround the world and shows
i siggr ol stopping
Emmerson first performed
the rale st Toronto's Limelight
Supper Club in 1843, In 2005,
she and her husband Jake
Langlay formed thelr own
productiog company W ke
Hoben Pesce’s play to Toron
Fringe Festival. Thelr sue:
s inspired further ru
including at the FringeNY(

and Montreals Centaur The-
atve and In the Philippines
The bilingual Montreal native
klyn) has
nch-speak
Morprets

(now b
even won over Pr

hall Theatre &
Winspear Centre In Sidoey,
Emmerson ls pleased 1o take
the play 1o Salt Spring, het
parents’ home for 20 y
and the place she and her
hisbamid were murried

Depcribing the ploy
positive story that driws on

bt ultimarely cel
twin passions for
love, Emmerson sakd Plal is
entertaining whether you've
heard of the subject or not

“If you knew Plaf before, its
nice to have a meeting with an
old friend, and Il you didn,
you would have found a new

friend

Having
Piaf
years, Emmersan has had
ample opportunity to bulld
the character into a complex,
nuanced personality,

“Because | wis $0 young,
| didn't really know what
| was doing. | just sort ol
approached i from whatever
was hiappening In the script,”
Emmerson said of her earfiest
appearance.

“Since then, so many books
have been written on ber life.
and 50 rany more econdings

made available
I'vet also had the opportumi-
Iy to travel to Paris and visit
the museim, Everything that
comes amund contribules o
that next step.”

Emmerson sald adrenaline
fuels her ability to reprise e
robe, mhone on stage but for the
plantst night after night.

“As soan as U'm in the dress-
g vosam and | sese that
up on my face and that wig
on my head, I'm ready o go

The thing about Piaf being
u tragic soul, | con use
that In the performance. 17T

suc

I 1'm

hoving a lintde back pain or
U'm o lintle tired, 1 can bring
that in. And the director’

guse | am the direcior!™
The real person behind the

ol Parls, and later became
of France's bigy rs. She
was addicted o morphine
and aleahol and attended
rehab four times. As Emmers
son poted, “I0s o towgh batthe
when you f-medicating
Shie had o botof padn o kill

| always equate her to 8
kind of Kurt Cobain, or Bl
lie Holiday, because there
mre people around who want
those peaple to b s
because i makes o
rage o lot of me
keep
thoug]
yood for the stir

Despite her paln, Plal
believed tha if
af ou had miusic
b ould be okay
this spirit that motivates
the script. Pial’s song

medicated @
it might not be so

and even tho
member i will

peaple,

s wh

nbed by live pist
La en He
le ne Regretie Rien
A UAmour and Les Blouses
Blanches, found in a ra
recording and a particular
ourite of Emmensans

P Love Canguers All
appears 81 AnSpring Wedne
day through Saturday, Aug
5-8 a1 7 pom.; Aug, 12415, 7
and closes on Sunday,
16 at 230 pm
Ll at the
ArtSpring ticker centre, by
calling 2 A7-2102, In per-
son or online through www
artspring.ci.

Hymne

Legacy of music, tragedy

NON, JE NE REGRET RIEN: One-woman musical retells life of Edith Piaf

Prionstage |

Piaf: Love Conquers All

Whaere: Fizehall Arts Centre,
280 E. Cordava St.

When: Auns Wednesday 1o Aug. 2.
Wednesdays to Saturdays at
B pm, 2 pm. matinees Saturdays
and Sundays

Tickets: $32-540 at 604-689-0926
or www.iirehallartscentre ca

BY GLEN SCHAEFER

WENF) RHIAITER

Singer-actross Naomi Enmersan was
In bver myiel-2
tered the legs
but that ley

“Belore ¢
ner and | kind of see her and thank
her” says the Montresl-bom E -
‘whio has travelled from New York
to the Philippines with her one
‘wiirman stage show Plaf Love Conguers
Al I it wasn't for her, | would have o
different kind of career”

Pial started singing on the st
Paris as a girl,

ich show; 1 look in the cor

is of
d her voice ook her
to international acclaim before her
death at a drug- and disease-r qod
47 In 1963, Her tragle life was most
recently retold in the 2007 movie La
Vit en Rose, which won French star
Marion Cotillard o best-actress Oscar,

Love Conguers All by Mantreal pl
wright Roger Py e
times by emphasizing the romantic
and creative joy of her
Emmerson, who was first approached
to replace Quebec star Patsy Gallant
in the play when it moved from Mon
treal 1o Toronto

“In the first act, we get to see Plal as

fvacious young woman, where her

songs are filled with truth
because she's In love,” says Emmer
soty, who took on a producer’s role ps
weell when she remounted the play for
the Toronto Fringe Festival in
and follow
Ontirdo and Quebe

“Ad first | dicdint really know who Piaf
wiis," says Emmerson; who has since
becamie  collector of Plaf recordings,
videno, bools and memomabilia, *1 have
about 12 of her movies, 50 CDs, a ot
of vinyl,
An older fan came from New York to
* i Montreal staging of her show,
and he turned out 1o be the son of a
club-owner who had booked Plal's
ew York appesrances in the 1940s
and “He later sont me all this
paraplvernalia from the club, photos
of Finf with Mardemne I

15
rd that with a tour ol

1 Lena

Conquers All. - SunmiTTED mio
Home. It was so wonderful to hear
vwas 15 yenrs
obd when he wis bringing her water
1o the dressing room, for him o say
thiat it fiedt Hke he was had mg Plal™
When Emmersons jaz
band Jake L P
York City for his art, Emmerson
the play at New York's fringe
festival in 2007, where It was named
The play had a pe
I run a1 a New York club
kept
LNk,
e
ing i

nd ha
oing in varfous venue

ever

husting — basically, 'm mik

i singing for two ho with a

Singer-actress Naomi Emmerson stars In the one-woman musical Plaf: Love

15-minute break,” says Emmerson
“There's so much life in the story

telling.

Ernmmarson started ot singing in mock
banids when she was 17 and moved on
10 music and theatre studies at Con-
coidin University bifore Piaf came call
ing,

“It’s preqry much all | do,” she saiys of
I Ther next thing
commissioned
someone 1o franslate the script into
French. Wie have a bouoking in Queb
Clty n April 2010, 1 can probably g
It w couple

I VEArs.




